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Among the gum trees


Friends and foes

How does each of these animals interact with eucalypts?
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European honey bee
Food: They collect nectar from flowers to make honey. They also collect and eat pollen, and by doing so can contribute to pollination.

Shelter: They make their beehives in eucalypt hollows, which means birds and mammals cannot nest there.
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Australian native stingless bee
Food: They collect nectar and pollen from
eucalypts and contribute to pollinating many
species. They compete with the European bees for nectar, pollen and places to live.

Shelter: They nest in eucalypt hollows.
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Jewel beetle
Food: The adults are nectar feeders or leaf feeders. The young (larvae) are wood borers, feeding on the sapwood under the bark.
The adults can act as a pollinator, as they carry pollen on their head and under their body. Unlike some insects, the beetles do not eat the flowers, making them a good pollinator for the eucalypt.
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Spitfire sawfly
Food: The larvae hatch and eat the leaves.

Bonus: Sawfly larvae store Eucalyptus oil in their stomachs. Despite their nickname, they do not actually spit it out, but it does make them more poisonous to eat.
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Honey possum
Food: They do not eat honey, but they do like nectar. They forage deep within flowers with their long snout and brush-tipped tongue. Pollen collects on their fur, which then gets transported to other
flowers.

Shelter: They use hollows in eucalypts for a
nesting site.
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Gang-gang cockatoo
Food: They feed on seeds and insect larvae.

Shelter: Like the sulfur-crested cockatoo, this cockatoo roosts and nests in eucalypt hollows. It is a lot less destructive than the sulfur-crested cockatoo, which has been known to tear off parts of the tree
and eat the flower buds.
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Purple meat ant
Food: They collect, store and eat the honey dew of insects, for example, aphids, which feed off the leaves of eucalypts.

Bonus: Ants sometimes hunt for insects on the leaves of eucalypts. Ants also gather seeds from eucalypts and store them back in their nest, helping distribute the seeds if they are not eaten.
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Koala
Food: They mostly eat the leaves of a few particular species of eucalypts. The leaves do not provide a lot of nutrition so koalas sleep up to 20 hours a day. The leaves do have a lot of water, so the koala does not need to drink very often.leaves of eucalypts. Ants also gather seeds from eucalypts and store them back in their nest, helping distribute the seeds if they are not eaten.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: ]Friends and foes | Among the gum trees                                       	                         © Australian Academy of Science

image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image1.png




image2.png
i




image3.png




image4.png




image9.png
-
L}
PrimaryConnections

8 Linking science wth literacy




image10.png




image11.jpeg




