

[bookmark: _Hlk35344615][bookmark: _Hlk35344614][image: ][image: ]Student e-resource sheet 4


Circuits and Switches


Alessandro Volta: Battery maker
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Messandro Grivseppe. Antonio Anactasio Volta was |
born in Como, Northern Italy in 1745. He
lived with his parents, Filippo and Maddalena.

Volta did not
tale wntil he was
fowr years old.

By the time he
turned 14,
however, he decided

to become a phqcic/i;t
. WO

I 1769, he beg_an %
to §+"0"1 le‘fri&i‘h] @ 7
and publiched \‘J

A two books of In 1774, Volta was appointed Director of

hi¢ ideag: the Koqal School in Como. The fo"ovving_
vear he became Frofessor of P hq;ir/c.
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In 1776, while vi;iﬁng_ local swamps, Volta observed
a ‘mystery 53;' known then a5 ‘wamp 53;',
which was ved to !iﬁh‘f 52 lanterns. Volta was the

ate methane from ‘Swamp gag'.

Volta became well known in scientific circle,
and, in 1779, he was appointed Frofessor of:
Physics at the University of Favia, a position
he held for 25 year.
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—/\v/\canwhile, Lvizi Galvani
(1737-1798) had
observed that a frog_'; ~
105_ hangjv?_ on a brass
hook. twifched when
tovched with a
%alpol. He thov
>“Hﬂw} had their
own electricit
ranal called it
‘animal
electricity'.
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By 1797, Volta
thovzht that the
frog_§ lez. twitched
becavse The ,
solvtion in the le
made a connectioh
between the two,
[ metals.
He demonstrated
thi¢ wing. a coin
and some foil
Plawd on

STILVER COIN

In 1792, Volta suzgested that CGralvani's work
was incorvect, and the two men di;agrwal. 5
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This led (/jH’a to develop hig ‘voltaic Pil;‘
the first electric battery,in 1800. Volta
demonstrated that the combination of different
metals and Solvtions covld prodvce
an electric current. ,
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Volta communicated hig findings abovt elw’hfioi‘h?
to Sir Joseph Banks at the Koqal Sooie/f‘q in
London. He also presented hig finalings to the
French Academy of Science, and was made th
Count of LombarLalv’ by Napoleon Bonaparte.

ln 1818, Volta retived to his family home
in Como, and he died in 182F. The term
Volt' is baged on his name.
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