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Information note for families
Introducing the ‘Auditing appliances’ task
This term, the class is exploring energy as part of the Essential energy unit. Students are encouraged to look at what electricity is used for in the home. They are encouraged to look at appliances in and around the home and identify what the electricity is used for, such as to heat something, to make something move, or to produce light or sound. Some examples of appliances might be:
· a hot water heater
· a cooling system
· cooking appliances.
If you have past electricity bills, this might be helpful for students to see when spikes of energy usage occur in the home. 
Students are asked to record the information on the resource sheet ‘Auditing appliances’, along with an estimation of how often the appliance is used in a standard week. Students are also encouraged to try to determine how many watts the appliance uses. This information is often recorded on the appliance, or they can find this information in the ‘Energy usage guide’ or online.
Students might record other information, for example: 
· make a chart or booklet of drawings of appliances that use energy, and include labels and descriptions of what the machines are used for and what types of energy they require
· take photos of the appliances, and include labels and descriptions of what the appliances are used for and what types of energy they use.
	Students will be asked to share their observations with their classmates on:
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