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Peacock tales
Have you heard of the peacock? It is a most extraordinary bird. It comes from South Asia and is the national bird of India. It has been introduced into many other countries, including Australia.
The body of the male peacock is a bright, vibrant blue. It has a very long train made of long, stiff feathers with colourful patterns. The train is longer than the peacock’s body and juts out behind it like a tail. When courting a female, the male holds the train up like a fan and dances in front of her.
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The female peacock’s feathers are mostly dull brown and she doesn’t have a train. Young peacocks and peahens are also both dull coloured. Males only start to grow trains and become blue after they are two years old.
Peacocks originally lived in forests. They forage for food on the ground. They fly up into trees at night to roost, or to high rocks. They also fly to try to escape predators, however, they are still ambushed 
by leopards.
Being so colourful makes male peacocks easier to see. The long, stiff train can make flying and running more difficult. So why do male peacocks look like they do?
Why do male peacocks look like they do?
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It doesn’t matter
Poacocks aro so fast and strong tht f doosn’
mator what they ok lk.

It looks poisonous
Poisonous animals aro righty olourod so
prodators know not t0 al them. Tha peacockis
ticking prodatorsinto thinking s poisonous.

It used to be camouflage The females find it attractive
Poacocks used o ive in forests whero being
bright blue and green was good camoufage.

Now they cant change back

The rain s a nuisance, but i you want to got
 fomalo ntorostod you need ono—the bigger
‘and brighior the bolter.
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