[image: ]Beneath our feet

Student e-resource sheet 4



Procedure: Exploring water erosion

Aim: To explore the effect of water erosion using a model. 

Equipment for each team: 
· role wristbands or badges for Director, Manager and Speaker
· each team member’s science journal
· 1 large disposable aluminium tray
· sand
· rocks, plastic containers or building blocks
· 500 mL bottle
· 1 bucket
· 1 thick book
· plastic to cover the book
· scissors
· [image: ]water

Activity steps: 
1 Cut a notch in one side of the aluminum tray for water to come out.
2 Pile the rocks or similar to create a landscape.
3 Pour sand over the rocks to simulate soil.
4 Draw an annotated diagram of the landscape in your science journal.
5 Prop up the end of the tray opposite the notch on the book to ensure the water flows downwards.
6 Hold the bucket under the notch to catch the overflow of sand and water.
7 Using the bottle, pour the water on a specific area of 

the landscape.© Australian Academy of Science

8 Observe how the water flowing interacts with features 

of the landscape.
9 On your annotated diagram, mark the areas where water was poured.
10 On the annotated diagram, and using a different-coloured pen, draw how the water has affected the landscape.
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