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Bushfires
Are caused by natural events such as lightning strikes. They can also be caused by humans, such as arsonists, careless smokers, or by carelessly lit campfires.
They Occur in areas with large amounts of dry wood and scrub to fuel the fire.
The chance of occurrence is highest in the ‘Dry’ season and in areas that have lots of plants that burn easily.
They affect Earth’s surface by highest in the ‘dry’ season and in areas that have lots of plants that burn easily.
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Floods
Are caused by intense rainfall that leads to there being more water than can be drained away or absorbed by the ground.
They Occur in areas near rivers or lakes, but flash floods can strike areas not usually covered by water.
The chance of occurrence is highest during the rainy season and in places that are low lying.
They affect Earth’s surface by washing away soil and vegetation and transferring them to other places.
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Tsunamis
Are caused by underwater earthquakes, volcanic eruptions or landslides. These cause sudden movements of a massive amount of water, creating a wave which is much more powerful than normal waves.
They Occur most often where two tectonic plates are pushing together.  Tsunamis can travel long distances through the ocean until they break against a coastline.
The chance of occurrence is highest in areas where an ocean plate slides beneath another tectonic plate.
They affect Earth’s surface by washing beaches, soil and vegetation out to sea or carrying debris inland. The effect is greatest in unprotected coastal areas.
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Tropical cyclones
(can also be called a hurricane 
or typhoon)

Are caused by massive storms that form over warm oceans. They can produce destructive winds, torrential rains, storm tides, and high waves.
They Occur usually in tropical areas, although they can also move into non-tropical areas.
The chance of occurrence is highest during the ‘Wet’ season. They build up offshore and then break on land.
They affect Earth’s surface by causing extensive erosion and destroying vegetation along coastlines and in inland places. Heavy rainfall can lead to landslides.
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	Earthquakes
Are caused by the sudden release of energy along cracks on the earth surface, called fault lines. The energy comes from the movement of Earth’s tectonic plates (and is felt as shaking).
They Occur most often near the edges of tectonic plates but can also occur elsewhere. 
The chance of occurrence is highest in regions where there is lots of tectonic plate movement.
They affect Earth’s surface by shaking the ground violently and moving the surface up, down or sideways.
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	Landslides

Are caused by events such as extreme rainfall or earthquakes that lead to the sudden movement of rocks.
They Occur in places with a high enough slope and unstable enough ground or snow.
The chance of occurrence is highest in places that have steep, unstable slopes.
They affect Earth’s surface by moving rocks and rubble down the slope. This can change the shape of mountains, build up rocks in new places and block river drainage.
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