[image: ]Earth’s place in space
Student e-resource sheet 3



	Name:
	Date:


Information note for families

Introducing the ‘Sky viewing’ project
This term our class will explore views of the sky and how scientists use this to understand space. This is part of a science unit called Earth’s place in space. To help further their understanding, students are invited to make extra observations of the sky at home. 
Students are invited to investigate whether objects in the sky move by:
· observing the position of the Sun relative to an easily recognisable landscape object, for example, a tree
· recording the time of observation and its location using a drawing (or taking a photo) including the tree, returning to the exact position one hour later and repeating the exercise until the Sun is set.
[image: ][image: ]  Students are asked not to look directly at the Sun as this can hurt their eyes. 
If the Moon is visible while students are awake they are asked to also complete a similar set of observations for the Moon. If stars are visible before students’ bedtimes, they might also complete a set of observations for an easily recognisable constellation. 
Since looking at them does not hurt the eyes, students are invited to record actual distances from the Moon or constellation to the landscape object on their drawings or photos. They can calculate them by holding one arm out straight and using hand and finger widths as measuring units, for example, the Southern Cross is three hand widths to the right of the tree.Illustration of a full moon in the night sky
© Australian Academy of Science


Students are asked to bring their observations to class by ______________________________


Class teacher
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