[image: ][image: ]Student e-resource sheet 1


Rising salt



[image: ]Dear experts

[image: ]Dear experts | Rising salt				              © Australian Academy of Science

image1.png
Dear experts,

A large vacant piece of farming land
outside of town has been lying unused
for decades. It was finally released

for sale by the banks and my family
and | were able to purchase it and
follow our dream of growing everything
we need and living sustainably.

To start with we have planted a

small vegetable patch with tomatoes
and lettuce and some cotton so that
we can learn to make our own clothes.
Later we want to grow wheat for
bread and more fruits and

vegetables. We have bought some
Jersey cows as we hear they have
the best milk for making cream, butter,
cheese and yoghurt. We have some
chickens so we can have fresh eggs.
In time we’d like some sheep for

wool, and to harvest the wood from
the trees on our land to make our own
furniture and keep ourselves warm.

The problem is that our plants are not
looking healthy at all. We're worried it
might be the summer heat, so we've
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started pouring water over them morning,
noon and night but it doesn’t seem to be
helping. The cows are having stomach troubles;
Parts of the pasture aren’t growing much
grass for the cows but we are
supplementing it with quality dry feed.

They seem to be drinking an awful lot of
water too so we are refilling their small
drinking dam almost as often as we

water the plants. It seems wasteful to be
using so much water, even if it comes from
a well that goes deep underground so itisn’t
costing us money. We have a separate
rainwater tank that is treated for our
personal use.

The chickens are looking really unhappy,
despite all the chicken feed and vegetable
scraps we're providing, and they aren’t
producing any eggs. We're really worried
about our plants and animals.

How can we care better for them?

- Concerned Lifestyler

Dear Concerned lifestyler,

When you say ‘pouring water’ on the plants,
are you using a watering can?

Some farms in that area have problems with
salt on their land. Have you tested what is
in your soil and water?
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